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Biography:   Lee Cerveny is a social scientist who studies how people value, use and benefit from public lands.  She is currently working with national forests in Region 6 on the use of human ecology mapping as a tool to gather spatial data from the public.  She also is involved in research on forest collaboratives, natural resource partnerships, and public engagement practices.  A new study on homelessness and non-recreational camping on public lands is receiving national attention.   Lee received her degree in anthropology from Syracuse University.
Summary:    Human ecology mapping was developed as an approach used in public engagement efforts to gather information about forest destinations, special areas, and routes that matter to people.   These spatial data are digitized to develop maps that collectively convey a group or community’s relationship with a landscape and can be analyzed alongside other geo-spatial data layers for planning purposes.   This presentation describes the use of human ecology mapping in one national forest’s planning process for travel management.  In the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest (WA), citizens and stakeholders shared information about their favorite forest destinations and the forest roads that mattered most to them.   These data were gathered in multiple community workshops and an online survey.  Resulting data were directly used in the development of that forest’s “Sustainable Roads Strategy.”   The project also served to train a cadre of local stakeholders and citizens in human ecology mapping techniques that expanded local capacity to conduct social science research and to recognize its benefits.  
