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Dana Coelho is Urban & Community Forestry Program Manager for the US Forest Service Rocky Mountain Region. She works with partners to build and sustain resilient and effective local programs, regional collaboratives, and national research and science delivery capacity. In her spare time, she enjoys the outdoors with her favorite pup, Comet, and volunteers with the 

Claire Harper is a program manager for the Rocky Mountain Region in State & Private Forestry.  She oversees water and energy related partnerships as well as private land conservation grant programs.   Claire joined the Forest Service in 2002 as a Presidential Management Fellow and since then has served in a variety of roles at both the national and regional levels.  Other experience includes helping mage a family forestry and sawmill business in southern Colorado.  Claire received a Master’s in natural resource policy & economics from Duke University and a Bachelor's in biology from the University of Colorado.  She enjoys spending time outdoors hiking, backpacking, skiing, and kayaking with her husband and two kids (ages 6 and 10).  

Summary
The Rocky Mountain Region is working collaboratively with partners and communities in the South Platte watershed.  This watershed supplies approximately 80% of the drinking water to the 2.5 million residents of the Denver metropolitan area and comprises national forest, state, private, and municipal/county owned landscapes.  The South Platte partnerships encompass 60+ organizations including federal, state, and local government agencies, and national, regional, and local non-profit organizations.  In this presentation, we will share the innovative funding mechanisms leveraged through these partnerships to accelerate restoration both in the city and in the rural headwaters, and discuss our experiences, successes, and challenges working with a wide range of partners in a large urban-rural landscape.

