5B Restoration Coalition
Meeting Agenda
Wednesday, February 28, 2018, 9:00 – 1:00 p.m.
Community Campus, Minnie Moore Room
Present: Lynn Campion, Jim Keating, Chip Deffe, Brett Stevenson, Jo Heiss, Chris Leman, John
Kurtz, Kurt Nelson, Zach Poff, Dani Mazzotta, Holly Crawford, Nancy Humphrey, Angenie
McCleary, Karen DiBari
1. Greetings and Announcements




National Forest Foundation is working with the Forest Service to host ten roundtables
across the country on Environmental Analysis and Decision Making. The Intermountain
Regional Partner Roundtable was held on March 29, 2018 in Salt Lake City. Link to
reports: www.nationalforests.org/eadm
A joint Idaho Forest Restoration Partners and Montana Forest Collaboration Network
workshop was held in Coeur d’Alene. Link to workshop materials:
http://www.idahoforestpartners.org/reference-library.html

2. Trails Funding Committee (see attached concept document)
 Nancy Humphrey reviewed the Trail Keepers concept document. It was modeled after the
Friends of the Sawtooth Avalanche Center.
 The committee has been meeting regularly to develop the concept. The focus of this
effort is on trail maintenance.
 Big Woods Backcountry Trails has funds available to help get this started. They are
working on a strategic action plan with next steps and a timeline.
 The group was supportive of the concept, with suggestions to make sure that the
administrative support and nurturing of relationships with businesses is accounted for in
the design.
3. Central Idaho Wilderness Complex – Trail Maintenance Priority Area



Kirk Flannigan talked through the maps of the area. It represents the heart of the Frank
Church.
Gaining access to funds for these trails will continue to be a challenge – the recognition
of it as a priority area is not going to solve that, unfortunately.

5B Restoration Coalition 2-28-18 Meeting Notes

1|Page

4. Deer Creek Restoration updates and plans for the upcoming field season – updates from Kurt
and Zach







Trails have been rebuilt, bridges are done, vault toilets installed, the road section is 95%
complete.
Signage is in the process of being finalized. Chris, Dani and Zach have been working on
the sign content. It will acknowledge partners and have a shared use message at the main
trailhead.
The focus this summer is riparian restoration, upland vegetation, and white bark pine
restoration. The Ketchum Ranger District has put in test plots to look at the impact of
herbicides on cheat grass. There is a new virus to help control cheat grass called the
“black fingers of death.”
The KRD got approval for Emergency Road funding (ERBO?) but unfortunately there is
no money

5. University of Idaho Fire Resiliency project




Karen reported that she spoke with Crystal Kolden at the University of Idaho. Crystal
would be happy to give a presentation to the 5BRC about the fire resiliency project she is
leading. This is a project that Aimee Christensen has reported on in the past. The project
is focused on education of landowners as well as assessment of watersheds to predict fire
behavior and associated “pre-fire” resiliency actions to help reduce negative fire effects
and increase positive effects.
The group is supportive of inviting Crystal to give a presentation about the project.

6. Updates:
 Central Idaho Dark Sky Reserve established – the first Gold-Tier International Dark Sky
Reserve in the U.S.!
o Dani Mazzotta reported about the Dark Sky Reserve that has been established in
central Idaho. The SNRA was a huge champion of the effort, and many thanks go
out to Kirk Flannigan. The designation is the result of a major collaborative effort
with many partners.
o There will be opportunities to expand the Reserve area to the south of Ketchum.
o The Dark Sky Reserve designation is expected to have a very positive tourism
impact. Other places with this designation host Darkside festivals and use it to
attract visitors.
o A map with stargazing locations is in the works, and there’s information on the
web at http://www.idahodarksky.org/.
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o Local governments are reviewing their ordinances to make sure they comply with
and support the designation. LED light pollution is a threat – they save a lot of
energy but have negative human and wildlife impacts.
o BCRD can integrate this information into TrailLink. Galena is a good viewing
location.
BLM Travel Management – John Kurtz
o The BLM received over 200 comments. They modified the alternatives based on
the comments.
o BCRD and the City of Hailey are cooperating agencies so they will review the
Environmental Assessment.
o The public comment period is planned for mid-May to mid-July. The BLM will
host a public meeting around that time.
o BLM is required to ask: what would the impact of the plan be on wilderness
character? Other issues they are putting effort into include urban interface, rights
of way, and the Colorado Gulch Bridge.
o The big shift in the new travel management plan will be fewer miles of new trail
for motorized use (the BLM is not removing any miles), increase in eBike-only
trails, and adding multi-use trail miles.
o Ebikes: this is a new technology that is becoming very popular. The BLM is
considering how to classify a trail as motorized that only allows eBikes. The FS
and the BLM do not allow eBikes on any non-motorized trails.
 Chip Deffe commented that 80% of bikes sold in Europe are eBikes.
People like them because they help with uphill travel. They are a 45-55 lb
machines compared to a 30-35 lb bicycle or a 350 lb motorcycle.
 Ebikes will create uphill flow trails and there is a potential for conflicts.
 ACTION: Group discussed holding an eBike demo day or Beer and Deer
event to help people understand more about eBikes. (Chip, John, Chris,
Dani, and Jim will work on this.)

7. Quigley Trail – Jim Keating
 The BCRD is working to create an urban access point. Trying to be smart and in sync
with opportunities for BLM trail connections.
8. National Forest Foundation updates – projects planned for the coming field season and 5B
Restoration Fund investments



The NFF is still working on getting funding to support a Montana/Idaho field person.
Karen will keep the group posted!
The 5BRC had a long discussion about projects to support with the 5B Restoration Fund
that has been built up by the NFF and the Wood River Valley community over the past
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several years. The group formally voted in support of $89,000 in expenditures this year,
which will be administered through grants and contracts by the NFF. See attached list.

9. Open discussion on other things people would like the 5BRC to work on in 2018
 More public relations effort/information sharing
 Get more people into the group to fill out interests (some people came at the beginning
but haven’t been here in a while)
 Deer Creek celebration event in the fall?
 People are happy with the work getting done on the ground
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