Tracking Investments:
Accelerated Restoration in Eastern Oregon
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Components of accelerated restoration investments in
eastern Oregon:
2. Oregon Governor's
Eastside Forestry Strategy
OWEB grants, ODF
contracts, new business
model

Blue Mountains national forests in eastern Oregon:
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4. Dry Forest Zone

Recent investments in accelerated restoration build on existing,
ongoing projects and capacities at multiple scales.
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• Review of agency databases
• Timber sale review
• Restoration service contracting
• Review of OWEB grant reports
• Interviews with businesses and
collaborative groups
• Using economic models to
estimate eﬀects of restoration
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• The # of restoration jobs supported annually in eastern Oregon
increased 16.2% from projects on Blue Mountains national forests.
• Collaboratives are beginning to have clear on-the-ground impacts:
Records of Decision were signed by USFS on 137,487 acres of
collaborative projects in the Blue Mountains region (2012–2014),
and collaboratives worked on planning an additional 465,356 acres.
• The timber volume sold annually from Blue Mountains national
forests increased 13%.
• Thus far, the capacity of collaboratives in the region to work at
increased pace and scale and on issues of complexity is linked to
their maturity and the level of USFS investment.
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EWP working paper #57:
http://ewp.uoregon.edu/
publications/working

The Federal Forest Health Program

Monitoring Fact Sheets:
http://ewp.uoregon.edu/
publications/factsheets

Monitoring of Outcomes From
Oregon’s Federal Forest Health
Program

• Accelerate the eﬀectiveness of local collaboratives to increase
the scale of forest restoration
• Develop and test a new business model for state/federal
partnership to increase the pace of forest restoration
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EASTERN OREGON RESTORATION BENEFITS
BUSINESSES STATEWIDE
DISTRIBUTION OF TIMBER BUYERS & SERVICE CONTRACTORS
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estoration projects on national forests often have far-reaching economic effects that extend beyond local areas
around the national forests. To better understand the distribution of economic effects from restoration projects
on eastern Oregon national forests, we examined timber sales and service contract records for timber harvesting and
forest and watershed restoration treatments
on the national forests between 2009 and 2014. We found that service
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More than 450 businesses located across Oregon
have performed forest and watershed restoration
treatments on eastern Oregon national forests since
2009. Businesses in the communities surrounding
national forest restoration sites received about half of all
restoration work. Those businesses most frequently performed heavy equipment work and mechanical thinning.
Remaining work was performed by businesses across
the state. Those businesses most often performed labor
intensive work like hand thinning and tree planting or
mechanical thinning using specialized equipment.

Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB) grants
• Funding to support collaboratives in planning, monitoring, and
communication
Technical assistance and science support
• Funding for partner organizations to address collaborative needs
New business model: State/federal implementation partnership
• Joint Oregon Department of Forestry and Forest Service (FS) eﬀort
to increase pace and scale of FS project implementation

Monitoring of Oregon’s Federal Forest Health Program is made
possible with funding from
Oregon Department of Forestry
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More than 125 Oregon businesses—timber mills,
logging companies, and individuals—have purchased
timber from eastern Oregon national forests since
2009. About 76% of sold timber volume was purchased
by businesses in communities around the national
forests. Westside Oregon businesses purchased about
8% of eastern national forest timber, primarily from the
Deschutes and Fremont-Winema national forests. Timber from eastern Oregon national forests is used to make
lumber, plywood, poles, firewood, woodchips and other
products.
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