
Do you have a story about how you’ve been able to connect to or rely on a National Forest 
or Grassland despite residing in a major city? The National Forest Foundation is seeking a 
personal essay for the Winter/Spring 2025 issue of our magazine, Light & Seed, which will 
celebrate the essential and surprising ways in which urban communities depend on these 
lands, from climate regulation and recreation to economic benefit.  
 
We welcome both literal examinations of this relationship—an essay about, say, how a non-
profit program in Atlanta, such as a public transit initiative or a hiking community, has 
given you access to Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest and changed your connection 
to the outdoors—and more symbolic explorations, e.g. a meditation on how the Angeles 
National Forest has come to represent more than just a backdrop to city life in the face of 
climate change-induced threats such as wildfire and drought. 
 
We’ll prioritize stories that exhibit some kind of narrative arc, in which an experience has 
brought you new understanding or appreciation. After a recent redesign, the magazine 
now has a deeper focus on diversity, equity, inclusion, and belonging. We encourage 
writers of all backgrounds and experiences to pitch us. Past issues can be found on our 
website, and a past example of an essay can be found here. 
 
Please include the following in your pitch: A story hed and subhed; two paragraphs that 
give a sense of your voice (feel free to include a potential lede); the availability of high-
quality photos; and any relevant clips.  
 
Send pitches to Erin at erinvriley@gmail.com by Wednesday, March 27.  
 
Specs: 1,000 words, pay is $1,000. First drafts due July 31, 2024. 
 
 
 

https://www.nationalforests.org/our-forests/your-national-forests-magazine
https://www.nationalforests.org/our-forests/light-and-seed-magazine/an-enduring-bond

